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Biographies 

 
Adele Airoldi  is a policy analyst with extensive experience of work inside the EU 

institutions (until 2004, official in the secretariat of the EU Council of Ministers, with 
successive responsibilities for research, energy, environment, health and consumer 
protection policies) as well as an academic and professional background of studying 
questions related to the Arctic region, including related EU policies (she holds a master 
degree in environmental studies and a M.Phil. in Polar Studies from Cambridge University 
and has pursued her interest in Arctic matters as the EU fellow at Harvard University). After 
retirement, she has cooperated on an ad hoc basis with Arctic actors (Greenland, Danish 
Polar center). She is the author of “The European Union and the Arctic-Policies and actions” 
(2008) and “The European Union and the Arctic – Main developments July 2008-July2010” 
(2010), commissioned by the Nordic Council of Ministers 
 

Tom Arnbom  is an associate professor in ecology and has been studying marine 
mammals in Polar Regions. Today he is responsible for Arctic issues at WWF Sweden. He 
finished his M.Sc. in 1987 on sperm whales, Memorial University of Newfoundland, Canada. 
In 1994 he was awarded a Ph.D. on southern elephant seals, through Stockholm University, 
Sweden in collaboration with the British Antarctic Survey, UK. For many years Arnbom was a 
Swedish representative to International Whaling commission (IWC). He has also worked at 
the Swedish Ministry of Environment as an expert. During ten years Arnbom was employed 
at different broadcasters in Sweden and internationally producing natural history film. 
 

Nikolaj Bock  has since 2009 been a Special Adviser on International Affairs at the 
Executive Directors Office in the European Environment Agency with the task of strengthen 
EEA’s international relations and in particular with regard to the Arctic environmental and 
cooperation with the Arctic Council. Prior to this position, Mr Bock was Senior Adviser at the 
Nordic Council of Ministers (2005-2009) with responsibility for coordinating the work of the 
Nordic Ministers for the Environment and the Arctic cooperation by the Ministers of Nordic 
Cooperation, including organising the conference: Common Concern for the Arctic held in 
Greenland in 2008. Mr Bock has also held positions as Head of Section in the Royal Danish 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs from 2001-2004 working with development aid, bilateral relations 
and Nordic corporation and as First Secretary at the European Commission Delegation in the 
Solomon Islands (2000) with responsibility for EC development aid and reporting on foreign 
and security matters during the civil war in the Solomon Islands. Mr. Bock held a position as 
Assistant Policy Adviser in the UK Department of Environment, Transport and the Regions 
(1999) which involved implementing EU environmental legislation and as Executive Officer in 
the UK Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food (1998) working with sustainable 
agriculture. Prior to this Mr Bock was trainee in the European Commissions DG Environment 
(1997). Mr. Bock has a Master degree from the University of Copenhagen majoring in EU 
Environmental Policy (1997).  
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Philippe Copinschi  is an expert on international energy issues. He wrote his thesis 
in political science on the issue of oil resources and governance. He currently works as a 
freelance consultant in the field of energy, especially on the issues of security of supply and 
of governance in oil-producing countries, for energy companies, consultancy firms, the 
French government and international organizations as well as NGOs. He also teaches a 
course on the Geopolitics of Energy and is a Seminar Leader in World Politics at Sciences 
Po Paris. He is the author of the Atlas de la mondialisation. Comprendre l’espace mondial 
contemporain. Cahier spécial Russie (co-author with M-F. Durand, B. Martin , P. Mitrano and 
D. Placidi, published at the Presses de Sciences Po, 2010) and of Le pétrole, quel avenir? 
Analyse géopolitique et économique (Editions De Boeck, 2010). 
 

Anne-Sophie Crépin  is an economist with main interest in natural resource 
management and Deputy Director at Beijer Instiute of Ecological Economics. Her focus is on 
resources produced within ecosystems with thresholds. Most of her work is based on small 
theoretical dynamic models that combine relevant economic factors with complex ecosystem 
dynamics. Anne-Sophie Crépin is a council member for the European Association of 
Environmental and Resource Economics. She participated in the Millennium Ecosystem 
Assessment. She is also involved in the European Union 7th framework projects Arctic 
Tipping Points and ACCESS. 

 
Anne Choquet  is an independent consultant specialized in environmental law. She 

wrote a Phd thesis on the protection of the Antarctic environment. Since 2001, she has 
attended the Antarctic Treaty Consultative Meeting within the French delegation. With the 
NGO le Cercle Polaire, she is focusing on the topics of the governance of the Arctic. She is 
also an associated research with the joint research unit AMURE (member of the European 
Institute for Marine Studies IUEM, Brest France). She teaches law at the University of Brest 
(France). 

 
Björn Dahlbäck  was appointed General-Director of the Polar Research Secretariat in 2010. 
He served previously as the program manager of Mistra’s Marine Paint Program and has 
also a background in the field of polar research. He took part, as a microbiologist, to the field 
trip of the Swedish icebreaker Ymer in the Arctic in 1980. The Polar Research Secretariat is 
a government agency under the auspices of the Ministry of Education. The task of the 
Swedish Polar Research Secretariat is to promote and co-ordinate Swedish polar research. 
This means e.g. to follow and plan research and development and to organise and lead 
research expeditions to the Arctic and Antarctic regions. 

 
Isabelle Duvaux-Bechon  is Head of the Future and Strategic Studies Office, within 

the Directorate of ESA Policies, Planning and Control of the European Space Agency (ESA), 
and is in charge of the General Studies Programme, the Advanced Concepts and the 
coordination of transverse cross-cutting across ESA initiatives like on energy and on the 
poles. She is a graduated engineer from Ecole Centrale de Paris and, after some years in 
the space industry, joined ESA in 1987. She was successively engaged in microgravity and 
international space station programmes, corporate budget, education activities and corporate 
planning (management of financial commitments of Member States). 
 

Armelle Decaulne ’s research focuses on the analysis of natural hazards, based on 
natural archives, in subpolar areas. Snow avalanches, debris flows and landslides are her 
main interests. She works since 1997 in Northern Iceland, and since 2009, in Norway, in 
collaboration with local scientists. She integrated CNRS in 2006, and she is presently based 
in Clermont-Ferrand, France. She is a member of the European CNRS research group “polar 
mutations”. 

 
Bruce C. Forbes  is Research Professor in Global Change at Arctic Centre, University 

of Lapland, Rovaniemi, Finland. He has published widely on applied issues in circumpolar 
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permafrost environments, with emphasis on the disturbance ecology of hydrocarbon 
development and tundra rangelands. Recent research has focused on the management of 
arctic ungulates employing both western and local knowledge in cooperation with Nenets and 
Saami reindeer herders. He is the lead editor of Reindeer Management in Northernmost 
Europe: Linking Practical and Scientific Knowledge in Social-Ecological systems (2006) and 
The Human Role in Reindeer and Caribou Grazing Systems (2000). He is a member of the 
Board of Directors of the Arctic Research Consortium of the United States (ARCUS) and the 
Scientific Steering Group of the International Study of Arctic Change (ISAC). He also serves 
on the editorial boards of Polar Geography and Fennia. He holds an M.A. in Northern Studies 
from Norwich University, Vermont and a Ph.D. in Ecological Biogeography from McGill 
University. 

 
Pierre-André Forest  has been involved in developing and coordinating various 

international BA & MA education programmes at both the university and polytechnic 
university levels since 1996. At the national and international level, he has been actively 
involved in "2nd cycle" programme planning and development initiatives. Within the 
University of the Arctic (UArctic) network, Pierre-André Forest is also a member of the 
networks Senior Management Team, serving as Lead of UArctic’s Graduate Studies strategic 
area, and Chair of the UArctic's Master's Studies program. In addition, since 2004, he has 
been actively participating in other UArctic activities, namely as program team member of the 
undergraduate Bachelors of Circumpolar Studies program; Steering Committee vice-chair of 
the UArctic Thematic Network on Global Change in the Arctic; and as Young Researchers 
committee member for the Northern Research Forum (NRF), UArctic Institute. 
  

Hannu Halinen  is the current Ambassador of Finland for the Arctic. Since, he joined 
the Foreign Service of Finland in 1973, he was ambassador in Egypt and Hungary and 
worked in many consulates and embassies around the globe. He represented Finland in 
several international organizations (coordinator at the FAO, rapporteur and member of 
Finland delegation at the UN). He contributed to many missions on Human rights. He was 
appointed Finnish Ambassador for Human Rights (1993-1995) and then represented Finland 
at the UN Human rights commissions and conferences. He has also been a Special 
Rapporter of the UN commission on human rights in the occupied Palestinian territories 
(1995-1999). He had left for two years the Finnish foreign office for being secretary general 
of the Council of the Baltic Sea States in Stockholm (2002-2005). He has published articles 
and gives lectures on Human Rights, Humanitarian Policies and Strategies as well as 
Regional Cooperation. 
 

Maurice Hullé  is a researcher at Institut National de la Recherche Agronomique 
(INRA). His field of research is the ecology of aphid populations (Hemiptera, Aphididae): 
dispersal, phenology, biodiversity, plant-insect interactions and effect of global change. For 
ten years, he has been interested in studying the ecology of aphid populations in the margins 
of their geographical distribution in Polar Regions where they develop particular adaptations 
to face environment. In Arctic, he coordinates a research program (programm IPEV - 
Arctaphid). This project aims to explore endemic aphids-parasitoids interactions in a high 
arctic environment (Spitsbergen). In sub-Antarctic islands (Kerguelen, Crozet, Amsterdam) 
he collaborates to a research (programm IPEV – Ecobio) and he does tend to evaluate the 
impact of introduced aphids on local ecosystems.  
 

Jean Jouzel  is a Research Director at the French Alternative Energies and Atomic 
Energy Commission (CEA). His main scientific involvement has been with the use of water 
stable isotopes (deuterium and oxygen 18) for reconstructing past climate changes from ice 
cores at various timescales, and with associated atmospheric modelling using both 
dynamically simple and General Circulation models. He has participated to major ice core 
international projects such as Vostok in Antarctica and GRIP and North GRIP in Greenland 
and in the European Program for Ice Coring in Antarctica (EPICA). He is an author or co-
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author of about 400 publications (out of them 45 in Nature or Science). He is currently vice-
chair of IPCC (Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change) working Group I. At the national 
level, he has been director of Pierre Simon Laplace Institute (IPSL) and served as chairman 
of the board of the French Polar Institute Paul-Emile Victor (IPEV) from 2000 to 2009. He is 
currently chairing the High Council for Science and Technology and he is a member of the 
CESE (French Social, Economic and Environmental Council). 
 

Virpi Jääsko  was born and raised in Inari. Her forefathers were Inari Sami, she feels 
like their nature runs through her veins. She has worked in various jobs in tourism, lead EU-
projects on sustainable use of reindeer materials such as leather, and she is a reindeer 
herder herself. Today, she works at the Sami Education Institute as a business counsellor for 
the Sami Area in Finland. 

 
Paula Kankaanpää  has been Director of the Arctic Centre of the University of 

Lapland, Finland for over 11 years since 2000, where she acted also as Vice-Rector in 2006-
09. Professor Kankaanpää has a long experience on science and policy interface as she has 
also worked for the Arctic Environmental Protection Strategy, the Arctic Council, the Barents 
Council and the Antarctic co-operation in the Finnish Ministry of the Environment for ten 
years since the beginning of the 1990s. She is the chair of the Advisory Board of the Finnish 
Meteorological Institute and a member of the Arctic Committee of Finland lead by Prime 
Minister's Office. She chaired the IASC Regional Board in 2000-02 and she acted as the 
Deputy Secretary of CAFF Working Group of the Arctic Council in 1999 in Akureyri Iceland. 
She made her PhD about sea ice pressure ridges when working as a research scientist in 
the Finnish Institute of Marine Research in the end of 80’s and in University Alaska Fairbanks 
in 1990. 

 
Anders Karlqvist  has a background in mathematics and physics from KTH, he is 

also professor of systems analysis. During 25 years, he had been executive director of the 
Swedish Polar Research Secretariat. He represented Sweden in international Arctic and 
Antarctic research organisations. President for COMNAP (council of managers of Antarctic 
programmes) in the 1990`s., he is currently chairman of the MISTRA programme: Arctic 
Futures. 

 
Valeriy Kryukov,  Doctor in. Sc (Economics) and Professor is at the Head of 

“Western Siberian Oil&Gas Complex Development” Department, at the Institute of 
Economics and Industrial Engineering, Russian Academy of Sciences, Novosibirsk. Valeriy 
Kryukov graduated as an Economist-Mathematician from the Novosibirsk State University. 
His spheres of research activities are: social-economic impact of hydrocarbons development 
on resources-based areas economy, mineral resource management; mineral sector structure 
especially in the period of formation of market oriented relations in the Russian economy. 
Valeriy Kryukov as an expert took part in preparing several laws as at the federal as at the 
regional level. Valeriy Kryukov occupies a chair position at the Higher School of Economics 
in Moscow – he is one of the founders of the first Russian MA programme on resource 
management. 

 
Kari Laine , professor, is the director of Thule research centre for the focus area in the 

field of Northern and Environmental Issues at the University of Oulu. His special topics are 
environmental ecology, especially ecological problems and adaptation in the north. He has 
published over 100 per-view research papers and over 150 other scientific articles in books 
and newspapers. He is a national representative of Finland in the International Arctic Science 
Committee, as well as the European Polar Board. He is a member of the steering committee 
for the University of the Arctic and leads its Thematic Networks office. He is also a member 
of the executive board of the Arctic Centre, University of Lapland, and a board member in the 
Committee for Polar Issues Finland, the Finnish Environment Institute (SYKE) and the 
committee for UNESCO scientific programs. 
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Alexandra Lavrillier  is a researcher-lecturer in Social Anthropology of the CEARC 

and the masters “Arctic studies” at the University of Versailles Saint Quentin in Yvelines, 
where she is in charge of lectures on Anthropology-Siberian Studies. She is a specialist of 
several Siberian cultures and languages from the 1990’ (Sakha-Yakut, Evenk, Even, Nanaj). 
Based on a long fieldwork experience in Siberia, her researches concern shamanism, ritual 
practices, reindeer herding and hunting, adaptation to the rural and urban lifestyle, 
indigenous projects of development, applied anthropology in indigenous education and more 
recently the shifts triggered by climate change combined with other environmental factors. 
 

Gustaf Lind  is the Swedish Ambassador for the Arctic. Doctor of International Law at 
Stockholm University, he led research on customary rules on international humanitarian law 
with the Red Cross (1997) and taught at the Swedish Defence National College (2004-2005). 
After working at the Foreign Office, on the Human Rights, he was appointed State Secretary 
at the Ministry of Migration in 2006. In 2008, he joined the Prime Minister Cabinet as 
Secretary of State for Foreign and EU Affairs and worked as G8 sherpa during the Swedish 
presidency of the EU. He is also a board member of the Swedish Section of the International 
Law Association and of the Swedish Helsinki Committee for Human Rights.  

 
Isabella Lövin  has been Swedish Member of European Parliament for the Greens 

since 2009. Before her election to the European Parliament, she was journalist who covered 
mainly cultural and environmental issues and she published in 2007 Silent Sea – the hunt for 
the last edible fishes.  She received the Great Journalism price, category “Best reporter”. Her 
book was awarded “Environment Book of the year” and she received the golden spade of 
Investigative Journalism and has won the title of “Environment journalist of the year 2007”.  

 
Marko Mäkynen  is Senior Scientist in Ice Research Group of the Finnish 

Meteorological Institute. He works on development of sea ice remote sensing methods and 
applications. He has degree of Doctor of Science (Technology) from Helsinki University of 
Technology. 

 
Eero Niemelä  has been researcher in the Finnish Game and Fisheries Research 

Institution since 1979. In 1984 -1995 He was the Finnish salmon scientist in North Atlantic 
Salmon Working Group (ICES) and since 1984 to 2000. He worked as Finnish specialist in 
NASCO. In the period 2007-2010 he has been working in Norway to build up the Kolarctic 
programme. In 2011-2013 he was the Finnish coordinator for Kolarctic ENPI CBC EU-
project. Special interest in his scientific work is the relation between the global warming and 
possible changes in the salmon migratory patterns and ecology. 

 
Mark NuttallI  has carried out anthropological research and fieldwork in Greenland, 

Canada, Finland, Scotland and Alaska. His research interests cover, the anthropology and 
environmental history of weather and climate; environmental change and resource use 
issues in rural and coastal communities; the anthropology of energy and the extractive 
industries (including the indigenous and cultural politics of consultation); place, locality, 
depopulation and migration; the human dimensions of global environmental and 
sustainability issues; and identities and borderlands. In a broad sense, his interests focus on 
understanding human-environment relations, especially within a context of historical and 
contemporary environmental changes which affect livelihoods, human engagement with the 
environment, resource use and development at multiple and interrelated levels. 

 
Tommaso Parrinello  was appointed Cryosat Mission Manager on 1 May 2008. Of 

British/Italian nationality, he has been working at ESA since 1992 when he joined ESOC as a 
Young Graduate Trainee (YGT). After a period working in the Mission Operations 
Department, as a contractor, in 1999 he took up a permanent position at ESA and was 
appointed Spacecraft Operations Engineer for XMM-Newton to become after deputy 
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Spacecraft Operations Manager of ERS-1/2. In 2001 he moved to ESRIN to join the IT 
department and in 2007 joined the Mission Management Office (EOP-GM) as EO Data 
Access Engineer. He was is charge of managing EO data access requirement to support 
GMES services and defining the GMES EO data access portfolio. He is currently overall 
responsible for managing the exploitation and operational phase of the Cryosat mission. 
 

Cécile Pelaudeix  is Research Associate at PACTE, Institute of Political Studies in 
Grenoble, France, she organized in 2010 in Lyon, France, the "International Arctic 
Conference: Geopolitical Issues and Equations in the 21st Century", with the Centre for 
Canadian Studies and the Centre Jacques Cartier (20 participants, 8 countries). She is in 
charge of the coordination in France and member of the scientific Committee of the 
conference "The Arctic in Transition: Regional Issues and International Geopolitics", 
Montréal, 3-4 October 2011 (Chaire Raoul-Dandurand en études stratégiques et 
diplomatiques, UQÀM). She is currently associated to the EU research project ACCESS for 
the workpackage dedicated to Arctic governance issues. 

 
Jean-François Pelletier  is a Canadian transportation analyst for Maritime Innovation 

(IMAR Québec). He holds a Master’s degree in maritime resources management specialised 
in transportation management and is currently completing a doctorate degree in 
transportation geography on the integration of transportation corridors in international supply 
chains. His research interests cover the evaluation of transportation corridors and their 
relative performance as well as the integration of port and shipping activities into supply 
chains. 

 
Christine Provost  is co-coordinator of the IAOOS project (Ice Atmosphere, Arctic 

Ocean Observing System) with Jacques Pelon. She will be in charge of the oceanic part and 
take over the ice part initially led by Jean-Claude Gascard. She joined the CNRS, the French 
National Center for Scientific Research, in 1983 after a PhD in physical oceanography at the 
Scripps Institute (California). She is CNRS Research Director at LOCEAN, a joint research 
laboratory between Pierre Simon Laplace Institute and Pierre and Marie Curie University 
which focuses on the physical and bio-chemical study of the ocean and of climatic variability. 
She is an experimentalist and her interest goes from instrumental development to data 
analysis (in situ data, satellite data, model outputs). She has led many oceanographic 
expeditions at all latitudes, focusing on high latitudes these last years with a CLIVAR  (joint 
research unit appointed  by CNRS and the French MFEA) and IPY project in the Drake 
Passage. Her current interests focus on high latitudes ocean dynamics and climate change.  

 
Jean Radvanyi  is a Geographer, specialized in geopolitics of Russia. Author of “La 

nouvelle Russie” (4è edition, Armand Colin 2010) ; co-author of “L’atlas du Monde 
diplomatique” Armand Colin 2009. Professor at the Institut National des Langues orientales 
(INALCO)in Paris, he is actually the director of the French research centre for social sciences 
and humanities based in Moscow. 

 
Arja Rautio , MD, PhD, Registered Toxicologist (Eurotox), is working as a research 

professor in Thule Institute in the University of Oulu. Her main research area is circumpolar 
health and wellbeing with special focus on environmental health and toxicology. Since 2006, 
she has been working as a director of Centre for Arctic Medicine, leading Research, PhD and 
International master’s programs in Circumpolar Health and Wellbeing. She is also a leader of 
the thematic network of Arctic Medicine in the University of Arctic. She has published about 
90 scientific papers in the international journals, and is a Finnish representative in the human 
health expert groups of Arctic Monitoring and Assessment Programme and Sustainable 
Development Working Group. 

 
Rasmus Ole Rasmussen  is a Senior Research Fellow at Nordregio, the Nordic 

centre for Spatial Development. He is specialized in regional development in Northern 
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regions. Thus, he was a special advisor for Greenland Home Rule at the Danish Ministry of 
Education and Statistical Institute (1987-1991). He has also been a visiting teacher at Laval 
University (Canada), the university of Alaska and university of Lappland. Prior to these 
positions, he taught at the universities of Copenhagen and Roksdilde.  
 

Florence Revelin  is a PhD-Candidate in Environmental Anthropology at the National 
Museum of Natural History (Paris) since 2009. Her research explores the issue of tourism in 
World Heritage Sites, designated on the basis of mixed criteria (natural and cultural). Her 
comparative approach analyses landscapes perceptions and representations and tourist 
practices in two European sites, focusing on Arctic and mountain areas. 

 
Michel Rocard  is the first French ambassador for the Arctic and Antarctica, position 

created in 2009. Michel Rocard, had among many political responsibilities, recently 
participated to the commission Poulard on educational reform (2007), he was also chair of a 
national commission on carbon tax and co-chaired, with Alain Juppé, a commission on the 
French stimulus package (2009). He was a leading member of European Parliament (1994-
2009) and had been elected deputy at the National Assembly and senator. During François 
Mitterrand’s presidency, he served Prime minister (1988-1991) and later as first secretary of 
the French Socialist Party (1993-1994). He is a member of Collegium International. He has 
participated to several publications on policy-reforms, climate change and environmental 
issues (preface of Frédéric Lasserre’s Les guerres de l’eau). 
 

Ole Samsing  is a senior official serving at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs for the 
Arctic and that entails generally Greenland Foreign Affairs matters, Arctic Council matters, 
international whaling issues and other arctic matters. 
 

Pierre Schellekens  takes on his assignment as Head of the Commission 
Representation in Sweden on the 16th of March 2009. He joined the European Commission 
in 1996 and has most recently been working in DG Maritime Affairs, as Head of Unit for 
Maritime Policy in the Baltic and North Sea. Prior to this, Mr. Schellekens was the deputy 
Head of Cabinet of the Commissioner for Environment Stavros Dimas from 2004 to 2008. 
This comprised general coordination of environmental files, and responsibility for climate 
change (international negotiations and the Climate and Energy package) as well as contacts 
with Council and EP. During the first part of 2004, Mr. Schellekens was a member of the 
cabinet of Margot Wallström, then responsible for environment. 

 
Sverker Sörlin  is professor of Environmental History at the Royal Institute of 

Technology, Stockholm. He has held visiting positions at the University of California, 
Berkeley (1993), University of Cambridge (2004-05), and the University of Oslo (2006). Along 
with his academic career, Sörlin has conducted evaluations and inquiries in Sweden and 
internationally and engaged in research policy advice; since 1994 he has repeatedly served 
on the Swedish Government’s Research Advisory Board. He has a long standing interest in 
the history and politics of the Arctic, including the science politics of climate change. He 
served from 1987 until 2006 on the Board of Polar Research and during 2006 to 2009 he 
was the President of the Swedish Committee on the International Polar Year 2007/2008. His 
most recent book in English is Nature’s End: History and the Environment (with Paul Warde, 
2009). He is an acclaimed non-fiction author, and was awarded the August [for Strindberg] 
Prize 2004 for the best non fiction book of the year.  

 
Michèle Therrien  is a Professor at the National Institute of Oriental Languages and 

Civilizations (INALCO, Paris). She is the Director of the Department of Languages and 
Cultures of the Americas and Responsible for Inuit Studies in Language and Culture. She 
has conducted fieldwork in Nunavut and Nunavik in the Canadian Eastern Arctic. 
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Seija Tuulentie  has a background in sociology and her doctoral thesis in 2001 dealt 
with the legal claims of the indigenous Sámi people and the reactions of the major society. 
She has been teaching and studying sociology at the University of Lapland and has now 
affiliation as an adjunct professor at the University of Lapland. She is a senior researcher at 
the Finnish Forest Research Institute METLA in Rovaniemi. Her research fields are currently 
nature-based tourism with emphasis on sustainability issues, and land-use conflicts. 

 
Alexandra Volkoff  is the current Ambassador of Canada in Sweden. BA Honours. 

She has spent most of her working life in the international field, mainly in the area of 
development cooperation. She has served in Beijing, Jakarta and Vienna. At headquarters 
she also spent time as CIDA’s Chief Information Officer, dealing with Informational 
Technology and Information Management. Prior to joining the public service, she worked as 
a journalist, in Canada for the Vancouver Sun and CBC Radio and Television, and in Iran, for 
the Tehran Journal and the National Iranian Radio and Television. She was Executive 
Director, International Affairs, Immigration and Defence with the Treasury Board Secretariat 
before becoming the Canadian Ambassador to Sweden. 

 
Raimo Väyrynen  is a policy researcher at FIIA (Finnish Institute for International 

Affairs) and a former director of this institution. He is well known, especially in the United 
States , where he has served as a permanent professor and research director of Notre Dame 
University and a visiting professor at Princeton and the University of Minnesota and a visiting 
scientist at MIT and Harvard University. He had also thought at Tampere University and the 
University of Helsinki and of course the University of Lapland where he was a member of the 
board. Väyrynen extensive scientific work has focused on international relations theory and 
history, international economics as well as peace and conflict research. Väyrynen was the 
Academy of Finland Governor from 2004 - 2007 . He has been also been consultant for 
UNESCO and other UN agencies. He received for his work the Urho Kekkonen Prize.  

 
Steffen Weber  is the co-founder and Secretary General of the EU-ARCTIC-FORUM 

Brussels - The cross-party and cross-issue Arctic Forum in Brussels - which is organising 
expert and stakeholder input into the political process and facilitating debate as The political 
driving engine on Arctic Policies in Brussels. He has been working in the European 
Parliament as Chief Adviser on the Arctic Report and Adviser on foreign affairs, resources, 
energy and development. Prior to these commitments he chaired a project by the Konrad-
Adenauer-Stiftung a German Think Tank and has experience as a Political and Legal 
Counsel & Lawyer. Mr Weber has an Academic background in law and political science and 
is affiliated with several think tanks and institutes in Europe, including Konrad-Adenauer-
Foundation, CES, The European Geopolitical Forum and Geopolitics North. 


