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Ambassador Gustaf Lind 
       President of the Arctic Council 
 
 
 Dear President, 
 
 As coordinator of the European Project ACCESS  (Arctic Climate Change, Economy and 
Society), I would like to bring to the attention of the Arctic Council, several activities we are 
developing that complement the objectives and activities of the Arctic Council through its working 
groups and task forces. 
 ACCESS initiated by the European Union in the context of the 7th Framework Program and 
the “Ocean of Tomorrow” joint call released in 2009. ACCESS officially started on March 2011 for a 
period of 4 years. The ACCESS consortium is composed of 27 partners belonging to 10 countries 
including the Scandinavian countries (Norway, Sweden, Finland and Denmark), France, Germany, UK, 
Ireland, Spain and Russia.  

Together with North American and Asian experts, ACCESS is evaluating the latest Arctic 
Climate Change scenarios to interpret their impacts on marine transportation, fisheries and the 
extraction of offshore hydrocarbons in the Arctic for the next 30 years with particular attention to 
environmental vulnerability and sustainability in the Arctic Ocean. Understanding the socio-economic 
impacts of these changes on markets, economies and on European policy objectives along with their 
relevance to Arctic governance, are key areas of research within ACCESS.  

 In summary ACCESS is a marine oriented project occurring in the Arctic Ocean at a time of 
an abrupt climate change impacting on and possibly influenced by human activities. 

Several questions among those you raised recently during your presentation at the World 
Oceans Summit in Singapore (February 22-24, 2012) are central for ACCESS. In particular: 

 
‐ How are climate changes and Ocean issues managed from a governance perspective? 

‐ To what extent the Arctic should be governed by strong treaty obligations and resolutions 
and should activity be severely limited as indigenous communities suggest? 

‐ How should development and conservation co-exist and is it realistic in such a fragile 
environment to believe they can? 

‐ Is marine zoning and planning a sufficiently robust approach to manage multiple and 
often conflicting potential uses? 

‐ How should business be engaged in the Arctic and what role should it play in the Ocean’s 
Governance? 

‐ What would constitute a responsible use of the Arctic?” 



 
The activity of the 6 working groups and 6 task forces of the Arctic Council are quite 

remarkably structured in a way that could easily and logically trigger positive interactions with the five 
ACCESS working groups dealing with Arctic Climate changes (WP1) and impacts on marine 
transportation (WP2), fisheries (WP3), offshore oil & gas extraction (WP4) and Arctic Governance 
(WP5). In particular, five of the Arctic Council tasks force focusing on short-lived climate forcers 
(SLCF), oil spill preparedness and response, Arctic change and resilience report, Ecosystem-based 
management and Sustainable Arctic Observing Network (SAON), could benefit from ACCESS experts 
knowledge and vice versa.  

The Senior Arctic Officials (SAO) recommended a task force to develop an international 
instrument on Arctic marine oil pollution preparedness and response. SAO further recommended that 
the Emergency Prevention, Preparedness and Response (EPPR) working group in close collaboration 
with other relevant working groups, develop recommendations and/or best practices in the prevention 
of marine oil pollution. As you may know ACCESS experts convened the international workshop in 
Fermo, Italy in September 2011 concerning oil spill under sea-ice. The so-called “Fermo statement” 
has been submitted to the Arctic Council to design an effective and integrated system dealing with a 
potential oil spill accident in ice-covered waters. 

One of the main activities of ACCESS relies on the development of a Marine Spatial Planning  
(MSP) and Ecosystem-Based Management (EBM) considered as the most appropriate tools for 
integrating a wide spectrum of expertise and knowledge linking the Arctic natural environment and 
human activities in a context of enhanced Arctic climate changes. This activity being also one of the 
main activities of the Arctic Council working groups and task forces plead legitimately for some 
mutually beneficial interactions with ACCESS working groups. ACCESS experts have been invited by 
Arctic Council experts to the next meeting on Arctic Ecosystem-Based Management scheduled in 
Gothenburg, Sweden, 16-18 April 2012. 

Building on the IPY and DAMOCLES (Developing Arctic Modelling and Observing 
Capabilities for Long-term Environmental Studies) and SEARCH for DAMOCLES, ACCESS also is 
involved in observing the Arctic Ocean including the atmosphere, sea-ice and ocean interactions, the 
Sustainable Arctic Observing Network (SAON) is another domain prone to fruitful and powerful 
interactions between the Arctic Council SAON Task force and the ACCESS consortium. ACCESS 
participated actively to the SAON Board meeting in Tromsoe on January 26, 2012. 

The Short-Lived Climate Forcers (SLCF) is triggering interest among the ACCESS 
consortium as well as in the Arctic Council working groups and task forces. The Black Carbon 
deposition on snow and ice reducing drastically the surface albedo in ice covered regions of the Arctic, 
is a very important issue to resolve urgently due to potential impacts from marine transportation, land 
fires, oil and gas exploitation and other source. The ACCESS consortium is deeply engaged in this type 
of activity in close connection with other international programs (MACC and ECLIPSE for instance). 

Last and not least ACCESS partners are already actively participating to the ACA (Arctic 
Change Assessment), the Arctic Ocean Review (AOR), the Arctic Resilience report and the Arctic 
Human Development Report II (AHDR) under the Sustainable Development Working Group (SDWG) 
following meetings organized by the Arctic Council Working groups in Copenhagen (November 
2011), in Reykjavik (September 2011) Stockholm and Roskilde March 2012, respectively. ACCESS is 
also deeply involved in the Sea-Ice Outlook (SIO) activities leading to a better sea-ice prediction 
during the next 30 years having strong implications on important issues such as the navigation along 
the Northern Sea Route (NSR) and the IMO Polar Code.  

Those few and important examples highlighted the relevance for a dedicated and efficient 
cooperation between ACCESS and the Arctic Council working groups and task forces that would be 
mutually beneficial. This cooperation already started in many respect but would strongly benefit from a 
more structured and elaborated cross-cutting and trans-disciplinary collaborations, interactions and 
exchange of information between these groups in order to face the challenges in a better and more 
efficient way. As a first possibility we could decide to improve the communication, to adapt the 
agenda, to stimulate exchange of information and data between ACCESS and the Arctic Council 
working groups and task forces. 

Please let us know your recommendations to develop productive collaboration between the 
ACCESS project and activities of the Arctic Council through its working groups and task forces. 

 
 
Sincerely and respectfully yours 
 
 

 
Jean-Claude Gascard 

ACCESS coordinator on behalf of the ACCESS consortium 



 
 

 
 


