
The EU “ACCESS” project – Stress-testing governance options in the Arctic 
over the next thirty years of climate change 

 
 

L. Parson1,3, A-S. Crepin2.3 J-C. Gascard3, M. Karcher3, K. Rehdanz3 and all ACCESS project 
partners  

1National Oceanography Centre, Southampton, U.K. ; 2 Beijer Institute of Ecological Economics, 
Stockholm, Sweden; 3ACCESS Steering Committee (see www.access‐eu.org) 

 
 
Abstract: Long term effects of climate change in the Artic Ocean region will inevitably have 
drastic and permanent impacts on the environment, on the way man interacts with and is able to 
use the region, and the activities and lives of the indigenous peoples who make it their home. 
Over the decades, those effects will steadily bring pressure on existing legislative systems and 
agreements, which seek to regulate mans operations in critical sectors such as fisheries, marine 
transportation and tourism, oil and gas exploitation, among others. It will be necessary to identify, 
or model as accurately as possible, the physical changes we are to witness over the next 
decades, to predict the variations in ice cover, thickness and age, the change in patterns of 
weather systems and types, and the variations in water temperature and movements in respect of 
these human activities, so that we can develop and evaluate strategic governance options and 
assess whether they are workable, or inappropriate. The recently funded EU ACCESS 
programme (Arctic Climate Change Economy and Society), running until 2015, aims to 
understand the socio-economic impacts of these climate change effects on markets, economies 
and on European policy objectives along with their influence on Arctic governance. ACCESS will 
initially provide an integrated and state-of-the-art analysis of existing international, national 
regional and local regulatory systems for the three sectors above and assess their successes, 
their shortfalls, their compliance rating and effectiveness of monitoring, enforcement and 
sanctions. ACCESS will then use the latest predictions of climate change effects and evaluate 
how effectively our systems will deal with the impact that climate change will bring, and finally 
ACCESS will deliver an assessment of a range of strategic governance options, potential 
regulation amendments or variations, which implementation is likely to be a prerequisite to 
provide long term sustainable development for the region. 
 

 
 


